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Accounting
for
Orgreave

Yuri Nazarkin
In March 2001, the
Confederal Left Group in
the European Parliament
organised a hearing on
United States plans for
missile defence. The
hearing, which took place
in Strasbourg, considered
national missile defence’s
possible impact on
European and global
security. This article, and
the three following, are
based on contributions to
the hearing, which asked
itself ‘are we facing a new
arms race?’

The author was formerly
Russian Ambassador to
the Conference on
Disarmament in Geneva.

Thirty years have passed since the ‘Battle of
Orgreave’, which took place one hot
summer day at a huge coking plant near
Rotherham, on Monday 18 June 1984.
Striking miners had been picketing the plant
for several weeks. That day, thousands of
their colleagues across Britain had travelled
to South Yorkshire to blockade the British
Steel plant, which supplied the industry’s
furnaces. South Yorkshire Police deployed
some 5,000 officers, including many
brought in from other parts of the country.
The police repeatedly charged the miners,
often on horseback. Many miners were
assaulted, and hundreds were arrested, of
whom 95 were eventually charged with
‘riotous assembly’, which carried a
maximum life sentence. It quickly became
apparent to those involved in the subsequent
trials that much of the evidence against the
miners was falsified and, indeed, some of it
was downright laughable.
During the trials, it emerged that
evidence had been written up long after the
event, often by detectives rather than those
officers present at Orgreave. After 10
weeks, the trials finally collapsed. Yet, no
action has ever been taken against South
Yorkshire Police, notwithstanding serious
allegations of improper conduct. It was only
following a BBC documentary broadcast in
2012, which gave examples of the force’s
misconduct, that South Yorkshire Police
referred itself to the Independent Police
Complaints Commission. But, as Stephen
Cavalier of Thompsons Solicitors recently
wrote (Morning Star, 18 June 2014):
‘the progress of this investigation appears to
be moving at an extremely slow pace, and it
is becoming increasingly doubtful that any
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Rough Violence
police officers will ever be charged with assault, perjury, misconduct of public
office and peverting the course of justice arising out of Orgreave. This is
precisely the reason why a full and robust public inquiry into South Yorkshire
Police is required.’

P. Alberto

As we now know, in 1989, five years after the Battle of Orgreave, South
Yorkshire Police tried to blame the innocent victims of the disaster at
Hillsborough Stadium in Sheffield in which 96 Liverpool fans died at the FA
Cup semi-final against Nottingham Forest. It has taken years of sustained
effort to begin to obtain justice for the Liverpool 96, and for police
misconduct in relation to Hillsborough to be rigorously examined. When
will police misconduct arising from Orgreave be similarly scrutinised?
We reprint some eyewitness accounts from Orgreave, as given by
miners from a nearby pit village and recorded in the acclaimed oral history,
Thurcroft: A Village and the Miners’ Strike, edited by Peter Gibbon and
David Steyne, which has long been out of print and Spokesman are now
republishing (price £9.99). These are followed by an excerpt from
Thatcher’s Children, a play by Trevor Griffiths, in which Constable Wayne
Richards prepares to give ‘evidence’ at one of the Orgreave trials.

Front Gate pickets, Pit Lane, Thurcroft
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Thurcroft Village Band, Rotherham Miners’ Gala 1985

