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Where wars
begin

Tony Simpson

In its current exhibition,
London’s Imperial War
Museum charts a century of
opposing war and building
peace. We take its cue to
broaden the narrative.

‘The problem’s us,’ says Vanessa Redgrave,
speaking to camera for the People Power
exhibition currently running at London’s
Imperial War Museum. ‘We use the
weapons.’ This thought echoes UNESCO’s
founding constitution: ‘since wars begin in
the minds of men, it is in the minds of men
that the defence of peace must be
constructed’.
Constructing or building peace is a
permanent endeavour, enhanced by creative
impulses. Nottingham Peacebuilders
recently occupied spaces around the city for
music, dance, theatre and meditation. A
flash mob playing ‘Ode to Joy’ at
Nottingham Station, beginning with one
young solo violinist and ending with full
orchestra, made the British Transport Police
Officer’s day. East Midlands Trains posted
a film on their website. On a Saturday
evening, while one or two young men
squared up to each other nearby, a candlelit
procession from Old Market Square to High
Pavement ended in the courtyard of the
National Museum of Justice, swinging to
Shell’s Belles jazz band in this place of
execution. This Evil Thing, Michael Mears’
oneman play about conscription during the
First World War, filled Nottingham
Playhouse Studio and brought to mind the
heroic resistance to war of Harry
Wheatcroft, conscientious objector and rose
grower extraordinary, who later introduced
the fragrant Peace Rose from France to
fertile soils of the Trent Valley. During the
First World War, 69 men died as a result of
hardship during incarceration for their
conscientious objection. That COs were
treated better during the Second World War,
as one contributor to the postperformance
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discussion remarked, was the fullest tribute to the struggles of those who
refused to fight and kill during the aptly named ‘Great War’.
‘People Power’ features the steady South Yorkshire voice of Bert
Brocklesby (the young conscientious objector at the heart of Michael
Mears’ play) in its extensive coverage of the First World War and the
founding of the NoConscription Fellowship, which it takes as its starting
point. The Imperial War Museum’s sound archive has preserved such clear
voices for us all to hear.
Catherine Marshall’s nurturing of the NoConscription Fellowship
receives full tribute in Lyn Smith’s beautifully illustrated and wideranging
book of the exhibition (reviewed on page 112 by Bruce Kent). Peace
historian Jo Vellacott sorted Catherine’s archive after it was discovered in
the outbuildings of the family home in the Lake District and taken to the
Cumbria Records Office (see Spokesman 128). Labour Leader, organ of
the Independent Labour Party, which opposed the war, described Catherine
Marshall as ‘the most able organiser in the land’.
Building peace, more than ‘fighting’, narrates The Glorious Art of
Peace, as John Gittiings titled his unique and empowering survey ‘from
the Iliad to Iraq’ (Oxford University Press, 2012). People have a deep and
personal interest in keeping the peace, and power of public opinion carries
democratic weight, even against those who would ignore it. Peggy Duff,
CND’s first general secretary, understood this and acted on it until her
dying day. We reprint some of her reflections on the Committee of 100,
which figures in ‘People Power’, as well as tributes to Peggy published in
the END Bulletin in 1981. European Nuclear Disarmament (END) appears
centrally on the exhibition poster, held aloft by a young child. Its message
resonates anew in dangerous times.
‘People Power: Fighting for Peace’ continues at the Imperial War
Museum, London, until 28 August 2017. Admission charges apply.
The march against the Iraq War in 2003 was a deeply felt protest by
people from all backgrounds, but there was still room for humour, as
revealed in the banners. I particularly liked: ‘Notts County supporters
say make love not war (and a home win against Bristol would be nice).’
Sheila Hancock, Foreword, People Power
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UNESCO
Constitution of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization
Adopted in London on 16 November 1945 and came into force a year later
The Governments of the States Parties to this Constitution on behalf of
their peoples declare: That since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in
the minds of men that the defences of peace must be constructed;
That ignorance of each other’s ways and lives has been a common
cause, throughout the history of mankind, of that suspicion and mistrust
between the peoples of the world through which their differences have all
too often broken into war;
That the great and terrible war which has now ended was a war made
possible by the denial of the democratic principles of the dignity, equality
and mutual respect of men, and by the propagation, in their place, through
ignorance and prejudice, of the doctrine of the inequality of men and races;
That the wide diffusion of culture, and the education of humanity for
justice and liberty and peace are indispensable to the dignity of man and
constitute a sacred duty which all the nations must fulfil in a spirit of
mutual assistance and concern;
That a peace based exclusively upon the political and economic
arrangements of governments would not be a peace which could secure the
unanimous, lasting and sincere support of the peoples of the world, and
that the peace must therefore be founded, if it is not to fail, upon the
intellectual and moral solidarity of mankind.
For these reasons, the States Parties to this Constitution, believing in full
and equal opportunities for education for all, in the unrestricted pursuit of
objective truth, and in the free exchange of ideas and knowledge, are
agreed and determined to develop and to increase the means of
communication between their peoples and to employ these means for the
purposes of mutual understanding and a truer and more perfect knowledge
of each other’s lives;
In consequence whereof they do hereby create the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization for the purpose of
advancing, through the educational and scientific and cultural relations of
the peoples of the world, the objectives of international peace and of the
common welfare of mankind for which the United Nations Organization
was established and which its Charter proclaims.
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